
The Delegates 
Information Everyone Knows 

GERMANY 
Count Ulrich von Brockdorff-Rantzau** 

(**NOT included in conference, but still opinionated.  Unlike the actual postwar peace 
conference, our simulation will give Germany a voice) 

 
Background 

• Foreign Minister of Germany’s new postwar democracy, The Weimar Republic 
• Very worried about rumors of a harsh treaty being drafted by the “Big Four” 
• Summoned to Versailles to “receive” the treaty. He did not negotiate. 

 

Motivations/Desired Outcomes 
• Wants to remind the “Big Four” about the components of the Fourteen Points that 

stress self-determination and a peaceful resolution 
• Wants to stress that the allies were at war with the Kaiser, not the German people 
• Opposes Germany’s acceptance of guilt for the war 
• Wants Germany to remain intact, autonomous, and economically prosperous 
• Will accept reparations, but doesn’t want them to be excessive 

 
 

Delegates at Conference: 
 

BRITAIN 
Prime Minster David Lloyd George 

Background 
• Head of Britain’s Liberal Party, and has spoken for the people’s rights in Parliament 

for 30 years. 
• Shrewd and ruthless; has been accused of sacrificing principles for personal ambition 
• In the 1918 British election, he promised to “squeeze the German orange until the pips 

(seeds inside) squeak.” 
 
Motivations at the Conference/Desired Outcomes 

• Wants to keep his 1918 campaign promise to “squeeze” Germany 
• Wants reparations from Germany to pay Britain’s war debt of about $5 billion 
• Does NOT want Britain to lose any colonies 
• Wants undisputed naval supremacy 
• Wants Germany’s economy to remain strong enough to be a trading partner 

 
 

FRANCE 
Premier Georges Clemenceau 

 



Background 
• Serving second term as Premier of France 
• Called the “Father of Victory” for his focus on winning the war 
• RUTHLESS negotiator; given the nickname “The Tiger” for his lack of political tact 

 
Motivations at the Conference/Desired Outcomes 

• Does not take Wilson’s Fourteen Points seriously and does not believe they offer 
sufficient protection from Germany 

• He wants to cripple Germany; he thinks they should be totally disarmed 
• Demands the return of the Alsace-Lorraine provinces (taken during the Franco-

Prussian war in 1871). 
 

ITALY 
Prime Minister Vittorio Emanuele Orlando 

 

Background 
• Became Prime Minister for Italy in the middle of the war—Italy had just suffered a 

disastrous defeat at Caporetto to Germany and Austria-Hungary 
• Gained political support with his belief in an aggressive revived war effort in order to 

gain new lands 
 

Motivations at the Conference/Desired Outcomes 
• Wants the land promised to Italy when it joined the Allied Powers (Treaty of London, 

1915) 
• Wants to avoid punishing Germany so much that France becomes the dominant power 

on the European continent 
 

THE UNITED STATES 
President Woodrow Wilson 

 

Background 
• Current president of the U.S. 
• Tried to keep American neutrality in the war. When running for his second term in 

1916, his campaign used the slogan, “he kept us out of war.” 
 

Motivations at the Conference/Desired Outcomes 
• He is aware that the war was against the German government, not the German people 
• Wants the world to be safe for democracy, and believes that the Fourteen Points are the 

means to that end. 
• Wants self-determination for all nations 
• Wants to establish a League of Nations 


